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David R. Tremblay & Thomasine McNamara

First and most important I want to express my thanks to Tomi for her being so patient in the
time I spent in the last two and half years in researching articles for this book. I have always
taken an interest in the history of the area in which I reside. After moving to Rhode Island
over 20 years ago, I have to admit that I had never ventured to Old Buttonwoods, traveling
all over Rhode Island and including the islands out in the Atlantic, before I drove into Old
Buttonwoods. The first impression was as if [ was at Martha’s Vineyard only to find out that I
was not the only one to make this statement.

Searching the Internet there was little information on Old Buttonwoods so it was time to visit
the Warwick Historical Society (WHS) that I had spent a considerable amount of time on the
restoration of the inside of the Arnold House at 25 Roger Williams Avenue. There they have a
box of information on Buttonwoods. Fortunately Ms. Felicia Gardella, president of WHS had
everything in the box scanned. I also would like to thank the past president of WHS, Ms..
Maureen Callahan, who died in 2009 and will be missed, for her dedication and allowing my
access to the WHS behind the scenes.

This book is based on the data acquired from WHS, personal research and the documents
that were given to me to review. I also decided to add the information from the Buttonwoods
Centennial Book. The photos from that book have also been added. Some of the photos were
found and updated for better quality and the remainder are as best as they can be from the
copying the Centennial book. The files have been organized into chapters to help find the
information on a given topic in one area. Not all the data that has been compiled has been
verified for accuracy. There are some inaccuracies that were found and they have been corrected
based on other sources. However, verifying everything would be a monumental undertaking for
one person.

Credit also goes out to the Centennial Committee of 1971. Below and the picture on the next
page are from this book:

This summer at the Centennial Exhibit, a number of residents asked for copies of the materials
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Biographies

C. M. Andrews

In the Census of 1870 in Providence, RI
we find Caleb M age 41, leather dealer with
Charlotte 41, Ruth 17 and a personal estate
$10,000, Providence

No. 26,510 — GEORGE MILLER
and CALEB M. ANDREWS, of
Providence, R. L — Improvement

in Leather Washers. — Patent dated December
20, 1859. — The claim and engraving»
explain the mnature of this invention.
Claim. — A washer constructed of a leather
strip, wound in coil form, and with or without
the interposition of other substances between
its convolutions, substantially as set forth.

Lewis Williams Anthony?

Lewis Williams Anthony, b. North
Providence, Sept. 19, 1825, d. at Providence,
Mar. 17, 1903.

He acquired his education at a school
established by his father on the home estate
in North Providence, for the benefit of the
children, and at the academy at Fruit Hill. His
father died when he was ten years old.

At the age of sixteen he began business
as a clerk in the store of David Le Favour at
Pawtucket, R. L. A year later he obtained a
better position as clerk in the wholesale shoe
house. Green & Arnold, Providence, R. L, and
with this house he remained a period of sixty
years until his death. In 1851 buying out
Mr. Arnold and becoming a member of the
firm of Greene & Anthony, and subsequently

of Greene, Anthony Co., the firm built up a

1 From THE EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS, By SENATE OF THE
UNITED STATES’ Published by 1860

2 Author: Anthony, Charles L., 1836- comp, Subject: Anthony
family, Publisher: Sterling, Ill.: C.L. Anthony, Possible
copyright status: NOT_IN_COPYRIGHT

380

large business and enviable reputation for fair
dealing and sound credit. Beside his interest
in the shoe business, he was president of the
Trader’s National Bank, Providence; director
of Nicholson File Co.; director Great Western
File Co., of Beaver Fall, Pa.; director Smith &
Anthony Co., Boston; director Central Real
Estate Co., Providence; a corporator of the
Morning Star

Publishing House, Boston; member of the
Board of Fellows of Bates College, Lewiston,
Me.; president Board of Trustees of Storer
College, Harper’s Ferry, West Va., and vice-
president of the Board of Trustees of the
Evangelical Y. W. C. A., Providence; member
of city government of Providence for several
years. In 1841, in his sixteenth year he united
with the church of Centerdale near his home,
and in 1838, joined the Roger Williams Free
Baptist Church of Providence. From 1865 he
was one of its deacons; for thirty-three years
he taught the Sunday School class. He was
keenly interested in all denominational work.
For twenty-five years he was president Home
Mission Society and was generous in his gifts as
testified in Anthony Memorial at Storer College,
Harper’s Ferry, West Va., and Roger Williams
Hall at Cobb Divinity, School, Lewiston, Me.
He was married three times and first marriage
in Sept. 15, 1847 was Britannia Franklin
Waterman of Johnston, R. I. She was born in
Johnston, July 17, 1825, died at Providence,
Jan. 26, 1892. Through her father’s paternal
ancestry, she was a lineal descendant of Roger
Williams, and through his maternal ancestry
of the blood of Benjamin Franklin.

LEWIS WILLIAMS ANTHONY?; was born in
North Providence, September 19, 1825. He is
the son of James and Sarah Porter (Williams)
Anthony, and the fifth of nine children. His
paternal ancestryis traced from John Anthony,
who came from Homestead, England, April 16,
1634, in the bark Hercules, and died July 18,
1675, aged sixty-eight years. From him the
succession is as follows: Abraham, William,
James, Daniel, the grandfather of Hon. Henry

3 Representative Men and Old Families of Rhode Island Vol.
I-1II by J.H. Beers & Co. Chicago 1908 pg 1507-09 and
The Biographical Cyclopedia of Representative Men of
Rhode Island, Providence National Biographical Publishing
Co.1881 pg 492-3
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